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Zoo to Celebrate 25th Anniversary of “New Zoo”
25th guest on each of the next 25 days to receive a gift
Syracuse, NY (August 2, 2011) – Twenty five years ago today, the Rosamond Gifford Zoo (then known as the Burnet Park Zoo) re-opened its doors after nearly four years of renovations. 

Seven years of planning and $12.8 million later, the opening of the “new zoo” was celebrated by a crowd of up to 12,500 people (even those without tickets were permitted to enter, so there is no official record of attendance). Romani the elephant, then just nine, helped cut the 40-foot-long ribbon.

Over the past 25 years, the zoo has continued making improvements to the facility to enhance the lives of the animals and to ensure an enjoyable guest experience:

1989 
Baby boom brings 3 red wolf pups, a bald eagle, 3 otters, 2 fishers, a reindeer and 

a lamb, among others, to the zoo.
1998 
U.S.S. Antiquities exhibit is opened.
1999 
The new Amur tiger/Carrol's Tiger Trail opens.
2000 
The Niagara Mohawk Rainforest Exhibit opens in the Social Animal Building.

Groundbreaking takes place for the construction of the Carrier Conservation Education Center. 

2005 
Penguin Coast and the spectacled bear exhibits open.
2007 
Ocelot exhibit opens; zoo becomes one of 11 zoos in North America to house a 
fossa.
2008
Sand cat exhibit opens.
2010 
Primate Park opens on July 15 featuring the siamangs.  It's the first time in a 
decade that primates have been outdoors at the zoo. The zoo welcomes a group of five patas monkeys including a male, two adult females and their two daughters.

2011 
Asian Elephant Preserve opens.

In celebration of the anniversary, the Rosamond Gifford Zoo will present the 25th guest on each of the next 25 days with a complimentary item from the zoo’s gift shop.

###
Founded in 1970, the Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) support organization to the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, which is operated by Onondaga County Parks. The Friends of the Zoo supports the mission of the zoo by providing educational programming to zoo visitors and the surrounding community. The Friends organization supports the zoo with marketing efforts, as well as fundraising and development activities such as Brew at the Zoo, Penguin Palooza and the Snow Leopard Soireé. The Friends of the Zoo operates the gift shop, catering department and the Jungle Café. Over the years, the Friends organization has helped build new exhibits, improve existing habitats and upgrade facilities. Membership offers discounts on programs and in the gift shop, a quarterly magazine and free admission to the zoo.  

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $4 for youth (3-18), $8 for adults (19-61) and $5 for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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