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Asian Elephant Preserve Opened at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo

Syracuse, NY (June 30, 2011) – County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney joined the staff at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo today for the grand opening of Asian Elephant Preserve.  The exhibit, once a seasonal destination for the zoo’s female elephants, will become the permanent home for the entire herd.
“The elephants’ new home was designed by our animal experts and built by local businesses to provide our elephants with a beautiful environment that offers all the amenities the trainers need to ensure the health and well-being of the herd,” said Mahoney.
In addition to the four acre preserve, the new exhibit includes a 10,000+ square foot barn with a viewing window that will allow zoo visitors to freely view the elephants’ day-to-day activities and care, an experience never before offered at the zoo. 

Features of the new exhibit include:

· An Elephant Overlook to allow visitors and families the opportunity to pause and spend time observing the elephants or watch an engaging elephant demonstration at a shaded overlook and seating area just off the existing boardwalk trail
· 10,000+ square foot barn (Pachyderm Pavilion)

· Four-acre naturalized habitat

· Three additional outdoor exercise enclosures

· Misters and sand wallows

· Oversized shade structures

· Giant scratching post
· World-class technology, allowing for the safe housing and handling of the elephants
· A private maternity ward with separate breeding and calving rooms


”This facility will allow us to bring home our three elephants, Targa, Mali and little Chuck, later this summer, giving us the distinction of being among the top five elephant herds in the nation,” said Chuck Doyle, former director of the zoo. “We will be able to continue our breeding program to help ensure that your children’s children will be able to experience the beauty of Asian elephants.”

Prior to the elephants entering the preserve, Janet Agostini, president of Friends of the Zoo and Jack Luchsinger, chairman of the board, presented Mahoney with a $250,000 check, payable to Onondaga County, as part of Friends of the Zoo’s $1.6 million commitment to the capital improvement projects.

###

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $4 for youth (3-18), $8 for adults (19-61) and $5 for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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