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Zoo to Celebrate Elephants, Asian Culture and 
Major Investment from Reisman Foundation

Syracuse, NY (August 17, 2011) – Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo announced today a $100,000 commitment from The Dorothy and Marshall M. Reisman Foundation. The foundation’s support will be recognized at the public viewing pavilion and seating area of the zoo’s new Asian Elephant Preserve exhibit, which offers visitors an opportunity to pause and spend time observing the elephant herd in the four acre grazing yard or to watch an engaging elephant demonstration. It will be named The Dorothy and Marshall M. Reisman Foundation Elephant Overlook.

 This latest contribution to Friends of the Zoo’s $1.6 million capital campaign, Conserving What We Love: The Campaign for Elephants and Primates, comes as the zoo is preparing to host the annual Asian Elephant Extravaganza on August 20 and brings the total committed to the campaign to $1,270,983, or 79.4% of the goal. 
Asian Elephant Extravaganza runs from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and is free with zoo admission. The event, which celebrates Asian elephants and their impact on South Asian culture, is co-sponsored by the Southeast Asia Program at Cornell University and the South Asia Center at Syracuse University. It is a yearly occasion for the community to honor the zoo’s elephant herd.

Asian elephants are intelligent and extremely social animals. They are also endangered. There are fewer Asian elephants in the wild (~35,000) than there are seats in the Carrier Dome (49,250); the management and breeding of Asian elephants in captivity is essential to their survival. The Rosamond Gifford Zoo has been in cooperation with the Association of Zoos and Aquarium Asian elephant Species Survival Plan since 1981.

A number of special activities are planned for the celebration:

10:45

Ceremonial Elephant Face Painting Demonstration

11:00
Bahratanatyam dance performance by Rachael Thomas
Sponsored by the Syracuse University South Asia Center

11:15
Interactive Introduction to Indian Folk Dance 
Presented by Carol Babiracki, Ph.D. Associate Professor, Ethnomusicology, Syracuse University
11:15

Puppet Show

11:30

Elephant Pedicure/Meet and Greet

12:00 

Muay Thai Martial Arts Demonstration


Presented by LaVallee’s USA Black Belt Champions

12:15
Storytime: An Elephant in the Backyard by Richard Sobol
Presented by the Southeast Asia Program at Cornell University
12:45
Bahratanatyam dance performance: Pushpanjali and Alaripu by Samhitha Adavikolanu

Sponsored by the Syracuse University South Asia Center
1:00
Interactive Introduction to Indian Folk Dance 
Presented by Carol Babiracki, Ph.D. Associate Professor, Ethnomusicology, Syracuse University 

1:00
Puppet Show

1:15

Guess Siri’s weight, watermelon smash and meet and greet!

2:15

Romani tries her trunk at painting!

2:30

Elephant demonstration and watermelon smash!

3:30

Elephant Demonstration
###
The Dorothy and Marshall M. Reisman Foundation, founded in 1991 to continue Dorothy and Marshall Reisman’s long cherished tradition of giving, focuses on enhancing quality of life through support of organizations located primarily in the Central New York community.  The Reismans were both born in Syracuse in 1914 and were married in 1938.  Throughout their lives they were passionate supporters of community organizations.  

Founded in 1970, Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) support organization to the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, which is operated by Onondaga County Parks. Friends of the Zoo supports the mission of the zoo by providing educational programming to zoo visitors and the surrounding community. The Friends organization supports the zoo with marketing efforts, as well as fundraising and development activities such as Brew at the Zoo, Penguin Palooza and the Snow Leopard Soireé. The Friends of the Zoo operates the gift shop, catering department and the Jungle Café. Over the years, the Friends organization has helped build new exhibits, improve existing habitats and upgrade facilities. Membership offers discounts on programs and in the gift shop, a quarterly magazine and free admission to the zoo.  

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $4 for youth (3-18), $8 for adults (19-61) and $5 for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.


[image: image2.jpg]One Conservation Place, Syracuse, NY 13204 ¢ (315) 435-8511 * (315) 435-8517 fax
www.rosamondgiffordzoo.org

County Executive, Joanne M. Mahoney ¢ Commissioner of Parks & Recreation, Bill Lansley
Rosamond Gifford Zoo Director, Ted Fox ¢ Friends of the Zoo President, Janet Agostini

ACCREDITED BY THE

ASSOCIATION
OF ZOOS

AQUARIUMS




