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Rosamond Gifford Zoo’s Elephants Return from Canada
Targa, Mali and little Chuck are now residing at Asian Elephant Preserve; the herd will be reunited once the trio clears quarantine.
Syracuse, NY (November 10, 2011) – The Rosamond Gifford Zoo announced today that the three elephants temporarily residing at Canada’s African Lion Safari have returned to Syracuse. 

”Targa, Mali and little Chuck have safely returned to their home here at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo,” said Zoo Director Ted Fox. “We are so thankful to our Canadian colleagues for taking such good care of them over the past five years and look forward to reuniting the herd in the near future.”

While the trio is in quarantine at Asian Elephant Preserve, the zoo’s remaining female elephants, Siri, Romani and Kirina, are residing in the exhibit space adjacent to the courtyard. The male elephant, Indy, remains at the preserve, but will be kept separate from the returning elephants.

”This is an exciting time to be at the zoo,” said Janet Agostini, president of Friends of the Zoo. “We are so grateful to members of the community who took part in our ‘Buy a Mile’ campaign, which raised $8,650 to help bring the elephants home.”  

Friends of the Zoo has just over $150,000 left to raise to meet its $1.6 million capital campaign.  For a limited time, the Fred L. Emerson Foundation in Auburn, NY will offer a dollar-for-dollar match on individual contributions to the campaign up to $75,000.  The Friends campaign will support the completion of several important educational components and exhibit enhancements to Asian Elephant Preserve and Primate Park as well as renovations to Elephant Encounter, the zoo’s original elephant exhibit. These finishing touches will provide the animals with the best possible environment and will help visitors learn about these amazing creatures.  
Targa, Mali and little Chuck can be seen through the viewing window of the Pachyderm Pavilion at Asian Elephant Preserve and will also spend time outdoors in the holding yard. Once they clear quarantine, they will be given access to the preserve, as well. The public will be invited to witness this occasion.
###


The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults (19-61), $4 for youth (3-18) and $5for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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