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Friends of the Zoo Receives $75,000 Challenge Match for Campaign
Emerson Foundation offers donors opportunity to double their dollars in support of the zoo 
Syracuse, N.Y. (September 12, 2011) – The Fred L. Emerson Foundation has pledged a $75,000 Challenge Match to Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo’s capital campaign, Conserving What We Love: The Campaign for Elephants and Primates at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, to help encourage community members to participate in the campaign—or consider an additional gift, if they’ve already made a contribution. With this opportunity, the campaign could see an additional increase of $150,000 through the foundation’s dollar-for-dollar match. To date, Friends of the Zoo has raised $1,301,483 or 81 percent of the $1.6 million goal.

“The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is an important, educational institution in our region.  We are pleased to be able to help the Friends of the Zoo attract more support for the Conserving What We Love capital campaign,” said Anthony D. Franceschelli, president of the Fred L. Emerson Foundation.


“We are grateful to the Emerson Foundation for giving members of our community the opportunity to double their dollars in support of the zoo,” said Janet Agostini, president of Friends of the Zoo. “I love that our community is so generous and know that the support of individuals and families will help us reach our goal.”


The foundation will match gifts from individuals and group fundraisers; corporate gifts, while welcome, are not eligible for the match. Friends of the Zoo encourages children, schools, scout troops, religious groups and other organizations to host a fundraiser in support of the zoo. Suggested activities include:


	Bake Sale
	Dinner Dance
	Penny Drive

	Bottle & Can Drive
	Dress Down Day
	Spaghetti Dinner

	Candy Sale
	Lemonade Stand
	White Elephant Sale

	Car Wash
	Pancake Breakfast
	Yard Sale



Community members may give to Friends of the Zoo in many different ways; contributions of any size are welcomed toward the $1.6 million goal. Contributions are tax deductible and may be made by contacting the zoo at (315) 435-8511 x132; additional information is available online at rosamondgiffordzoo.org/challengematch. 


###


The Fred L. Emerson Foundation is a fourth generation family foundation based in Auburn, N.Y.  The Foundation invests in selected organizations where it can make critical and significant differences.


Founded in 1970, the Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) support organization to the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, which is operated by Onondaga County Parks. The Friends of the Zoo supports the mission of the zoo by providing educational programming to zoo visitors and the surrounding community. The Friends organization supports the zoo with marketing efforts, as well as fundraising and development activities such as Brew at the Zoo, Penguin Palooza and the Snow Leopard Soireé. The Friends of the Zoo operates the gift shop, catering department and the Jungle Café. Over the years, the Friends organization has helped build new exhibits, improve existing habitats and upgrade facilities. Membership offers discounts on programs and in the gift shop, a quarterly magazine and free admission to the zoo.  

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults (19-61), $4 for youth (3-18) and $5 for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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