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Zoo to Host Evening Event to Celebrate Elephants’ New Home
Syracuse, NY (July 26, 2011) – The Rosamond Gifford Zoo will host a “Homecoming Celebration” from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, July 29 to celebrate the opening of the elephants’ new home, Asian Elephant Preserve. Admission is $5 per person; children two and under are free.

“Each year we try to offer opportunities for our guests to enjoy the zoo after hours,” said Janet Agostini, president of Friends of the Zoo. “With the opening of Asian Elephant Preserve just a few weeks ago, we felt this was a good way to provide families with an affordable evening of entertainment at our beautiful facility.”

Northwestern Mutual, to commemorate their recent lead investment in Friends of the Zoo’s capital campaign, will give free ice cream to the first 100 children attending the Homecoming Celebration, which features animal demonstrations, games and music. The entire zoo will be open, including the Jungle Café and gift shop; a cash bar will also be available.

For more information visit: rosamondgiffordzoo.org/homecoming.

###
Founded in 1970, the Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) support organization to the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, which is operated by Onondaga County Parks. The Friends of the Zoo supports the mission of the zoo by providing educational programming to zoo visitors and the surrounding community. The Friends organization supports the zoo with marketing efforts, as well as fundraising and development activities such as Brew at the Zoo, Penguin Palooza and the Snow Leopard Soireé. The Friends of the Zoo operates the gift shop, catering department and the Jungle Café. Over the years, the Friends organization has helped build new exhibits, improve existing habitats and upgrade facilities. Membership offers discounts on programs and in the gift shop, a quarterly magazine and free admission to the zoo.  

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $4 for youth (3-18), $8 for adults (19-61) and $5 for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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