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Friends of the Zoo Launch $1.6 Million Capital Campaign
Funds to complete Asian Elephant Preserve, Primate Park & Gatherings 
Syracuse, NY (April 15, 2011) – Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo kicked off a $1.6 million capital campaign called Conserving What We Love: The Campaign for Elephants and Primates at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo. The first phase of the campaign raised $922,275 – 58 percent of the fundraising goal – with support from individuals, foundations and corporations, as well as the board of directors, staff and volunteers.
“This campaign supports three very important projects at the zoo,” said Janet Agostini, president of Friends of the Zoo. “In addition to Gatherings, our renovated green courtyard, these funds will help complete Primate Park and Asian Elephant Preserve, which will maintain the Rosamond Gifford Zoo’s status as one of America’s best mid-sized zoos.”

At today’s launch, Friends of the Zoo thanked two lead donors for their early support of the campaign. Nancy Rifken, a long time zoo supporter, made a lead gift to name the new building that will house the zoo’s elephant herd. M&T Bank made a lead gift to support the construction of an Asian elephant biofact station that will educate people of all ages about this highly endangered and fascinating animal. 

“Supporting the zoo just makes sense. We have been a strong supporter of the zoo for the past 15 years,” said Allen Naples, regional president of the bank. “The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is important to the CNY community both as an educational and entertaining place for people of all ages.”

County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney emphasized the strong public-private partnership between the county and Friends of the Zoo.  The county is funding 80 percent of the $8.5 million project cost through the Parks for Tomorrow II bond issue passed in 2007 and the Save the Rain program. Friends of the Zoo is raising the remaining 20 percent through private support.
"The successful partnership between the County and Friends of the Zoo allows us to have a world-class zoo which is an integral part of our community, contributing to the economy and quality of life of Central New York," said County Executive Joanie Mahoney. "And, on behalf of Onondaga County, we are happy to work with the Friends of the Zoo to raise the final private funds necessary to complete Asian Elephant Preserve, Primate Park and Gatherings."
Asian elephant preserve will maximize the zoo’s ability to contribute to the preservation of Asian elephants. “There are fewer Asian elephants in the wild than there are seats in the Carrier Dome,” said Agostini. “There are 49,250 seats in the Carrier Dome and an estimated 35,000 Asian elephants in the wild."

Agostini invited the community to support the zoo through the “Buy a Mile” campaign, an effort to bring three of the zoo’s elephants, Targa, Mali and little Chuck, home from the African Lion Safari in Cambridge, Ontario, Canada, where they have been temporarily housed while the elephant exhibit has been under construction. For $10 per mile, the public can help fund the elephants’ journey home.

Throughout spring break, the Friends of the Zoo will hold a number of special activities to educate the public and raise additional funds for the campaign. Contributions and pledges of any size are welcomed toward the $1.6 million goal. Contributions are tax deductible and may be made by contacting the zoo at (315) 435-8511 x132; additional information is available online at rosamondgiffordzoo.org/zoocampaign. 

###


Founded in 1970, the Friends of the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) support organization to the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, which is operated by Onondaga County Parks. The Friends of the Zoo supports the mission of the zoo by providing educational programming to zoo visitors and the surrounding community. The Friends organization supports the zoo with marketing efforts, as well as fundraising and development activities such as Brew at the Zoo, Penguin Palooza and the Snow Leopard Soireé. The Friends of the Zoo operates the gift shop, catering department and the Jungle Café. Over the years, the Friends organization has helped build new exhibits, improve existing habitats and upgrade facilities. Membership offers discounts on programs and in the gift shop, a quarterly magazine and free admission to the zoo.  

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults (19-61), $4 for youth (3-18) and $5 for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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