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Baby Patas Monkey Born at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo
Syracuse, NY (January 13, 2011) – The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is pleased to announce the birth of a baby patas monkey. Parents, Addie and M.J., welcomed the youngster in the early morning hours on January 7. 

The gender of the baby is unknown at this time; it will likely be several weeks before zoo staff know if the baby is a boy or a girl and will wait until the gender is determined to name the baby.  

“We take a ‘hands-off’ approach with all primates at the zoo to ensure proper socialization within the group,” said Ted Fox, curator at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo. “Addie is a wonderful mother and has successfully raised offspring in the past. She is very protective of the baby, only allowing her daughter, Sara, to touch it.”

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is one of just 15 American zoos to house patas monkeys. They are part of a Species Survival Plan (SSP) - a collaborative effort between the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and zoos around the world to help ensure their survival.  

Patas monkeys are members of the Guenon family, a diverse group of African monkeys found from the rainforest of Western Africa through the savannahs of Kenya. With their slender bodies and long limbs, patas monkeys are better physically suited for a life on the ground rather than up in the trees. They are one of the fastest primates, capable of reaching speeds upwards of 30 mph. Patas are recognized by a black brow ridge and nose, as well as by a distinctive white area surrounding their mouths that resembles a mustache! 

In the wild, breeding typically occurs in the summer, which is the wet season, while births occur in the dry winter months. After an average gestation length of 167 days, the female gives birth to a single offspring.  The nursing period extends for approximately six months.

###
The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   Admission is $4 for adults (19-61), $2 for youth (3-18) and $2.50 for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free.   For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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