[image: image1.jpg]OggNDAGA ROSAMO GID
W NEWS RELEASE

AT BURNET PARK

For Immediate Release For more information:
Lorrell Walter, Director of Public Relations
Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park
Phone: (315) 435-8511 x110




Rosamond Gifford Zoo Tiger Cubs to Make Public Debut 

Syracuse, NY (September 7, 2011) – Onondaga County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney will join the staff at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo to introduce the tiger cub triplets to the public on Thursday, September 8 at 10 a.m. 

”It is an honor to introduce these cubs to our community,” said Mahoney. “We are very fortunate to have such an incredible program right here in Onondaga County.”

Kuza and Yuri, and their sister, Misha, were born at the zoo on May 7. Parents, Tatiana, 11, and Toma, 10, were introduced to each other this past December. It is the second litter of cubs for Tatiana; Korol, Kunali and Naka were born on June 7, 2004. Toma previously sired two cubs, Thyme and Warner, at his former home, the Buffalo Zoo, in 2007.


Kuza was named for a wild tiger “adopted” by a member of the zoo staff through a contribution to in situ conservation efforts through the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Siberian Tiger Project. He is the shyest cub and likes to stick close to his mom.


Yuri is the Russian version of the name “George.”  The name was particularly fitting because, like Curious George, Yuri is always checking things out. 
The female cub was named after the mascot of the 1980 Moscow Olympic Games. Misha is the friendliest and most outgoing of the three cubs.

“At this stage in their development, the cubs are nursing less frequently and consuming more meat,” says Ted Fox, zoo director. “As they become more familiar with the outdoor exhibit, the cubs will become more independent and develop natural behaviors. They are extremely playful, and zoo guests will have a unique opportunity to watch them grow up.”

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo participates in the Association of Zoos and Aquariums’ Species Survival Plan, a population management and conservation program that began in 1981. Amur tigers, also known as Siberian tigers, are a critically endangered species. It is estimated that there are between 300 and 400 Amur tigers remaining in the wild, found in isolated forests across eastern Asia, in parts of Siberia and China. The species suffers from habitat loss and poaching.
###


The Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Burnet Park is among the top 10 percent of zoos in the country as an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is focused on conserving, exhibiting and interpreting a living animal collection in order to promote public recreation, understanding of the relationships between animals and people, and action to sustain the environment we share.

Committed to conservation, the zoo actively collaborates with Friends of the Zoo to save endangered Asian elephants, Amur tigers, golden lion tamarins and amphibians, which are facing a global crisis due to the Chytrid fungus. Other projects include studies on Chittenango ovate amber snails, Turkmenian markhors and Humboldt penguins.

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults (19-61), $4 for youth (3-18) and $5for seniors (62+). Children two and under are free. For more information, call the zoo at (315) 435-8511 or visit the zoo’s website at www.RosamondGiffordZoo.org.
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